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SECO DEVELOPMENT

Southport is a mixed-use development on Lake
Washington in Renton. It includes a Hyatt
Regency, which opened in 2017, and three office
towers. The developer, Renton-based Seco
Development, estimated the cost of the
development at $590 million.
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Black Rooster restaurant makes U.S. debut in
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  SUBSCRIBER CONTENT:
Feb 1, 2018, 2:38pm PST

Black Rooster, a Chinese fine dinging restaurant
focused on fresh, local ingredients will open
inside the Southport mixed-use development in
Renton in September.

Inspired by the bistros of the Song Dynasty, and
designed by Chinese artist Chonghai Hao, the
restaurant’s space will feature wood décor
accents, tables with a ceramic warmer and an
open kitchen display for customers to enjoy
performances put on by the chefs.

The restaurant will be about 10,000 square feet
and seat 300 guests with a menu that pairs
traditional Chinese cooking methods with
ingredients from across Washington state.

“By duplicating the success we’ve seen for Black Rooster China and emphasizing
fresh, healthy and organic ingredients, Black Rooster Lake Washington is poised to
become the restaurant of choice for families, working professionals, students,
retirees and tourists,” Yongsheng Guo, owner and operator of Black Rooster Lake
Washington and four Black Rooster China locations, said in a news release.
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The restaurant will be part of Seco Development's 17-acre mixed-used development
on the shores of Lake Washington. Seco is financing the $590 million development
with its own equity and money from mostly Chinese investors who are involved in
the project through the federal government’s EB-5 immigrant investor program.

Southport is on the southeast corner of Lake Washington between Boeing's 737
plant and a 57-acre city park. The development is the biggest thing to happen in
Renton since Boeing came to town to build bombers in World War II. It’s also the
first big campus like this to go up on Lake Washington since Kirkland’s Carillon Point
was built in the 1980s.

With the expected success of the project, especially after the opening of the four-
star, 347-room Hyatt Regency Lake Washington over the summer, Renton’s fast
growing economy, Southport’s potential, and the waterfront view of Lake
Washington, Guo thought the space would be perfect for his debut into the U.S.

Seattle’s abundant seafood, local farms and nearby vineyards and fresh produce
also make Black Rooster’s unique menu possible.

The restaurant is still looking for partner suppliers for pastured organic chicken,
Berkshire pork, seafood, fresh produce and vineyards.

“An internationally acclaimed establishment like Black Rooster could have selected
anywhere in the Seattle area – or even the United States – to open its first North
American restaurant,” Kip Spencer, director of leasing and marketing for Seco
Development, said in a news release. “The fact that they specifically chose
Southport for its waterfront access ... speaks volumes for the tremendous
desirability of this location.”

When complete next year, Southport will include three distinct nine-story towers
with nearly 730,000 square feet of Class “A” waterfront office space and 30,000
square feet of retail.
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